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he Parasitology and Public Health Society of Nigeria joined the whole world to celebrate the first ever 

TWorld NTD day on Thursday 30th January 2020. The Society established in 1973 has members as 
academics and research scien�sts in ter�ary and research ins�tu�ons located all over the six 

geopoli�cal zones of the country. 

Nigeria is endemic to all the NTDs spread across different parts of the country in which the Society has been 
playing major roles in elimina�on with members involved at various levels with World Health Organiza�on, 
Federal Ministry of Health, and the country based NGDOs on their individual exper�se level. The Society 
thus boasts of a directory of experts who are willing to take the ba�le against the NTDs to the next level. We 
are indeed ready to join forces to “Beat the NTDs for good, for all”.

The World NTD day was widely celebrated by PPSN through road shows, seminars/public lectures covered 
by the local televisions, media interviews (radio talk shows as well as television interviews) all over the 
country. The social media trended with pictures from the different parts of the country and even the people 
in the remotest parts of Nigeria learnt the meaning of “NTD”.

The television and radio interviews are difficult to reproduce here but enjoy the pictures from different parts 
of Nigeria telling the story of PPSN celebra�ng as well as crea�ng awareness on bea�ng the NTDs for good, 
for all throughout the country.

Prof. Chinyere N. Ukaga fppsn, frstmh
Na�onal President, Parasitology and Public Health Society of Nigeria
Director, Academic Planning Unit, Imo State University Owerri
Council Member, Interna�onal Society of Infec�ous Diseases
Execu�ve member, World federa�on of Parasitologists
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To make PPSN the first to be consulted for authorita�ve view, 
credible and knowledge products as well as evidence based opinion 

on issues that make the most impact on parasite and public health 
problems in Africa.

To be the most visible partner in high policy impact research, capacity 
development and knowledge management, for effec�ve control of 

parasi�c diseases and agents of public health problems for the rapid socio-
economic development of Nigeria and by extension, Africa.

A summary of Key Achievements of PPSN are 
1. Developing an African curriculum for the training and prac�ce of      

  parasitology and entomology which responds to local needs.
2. Building the capacity and development of a cri�cal mass of doctoral level  

  scholarship for the con�nent.
3. Prac�cal engagement in intellectual discourse, knowledge produc�on, policy 

 defini�on and interven�on against diseases and their agents.
4. Development of network of intellectuals that set the health system research 

 agenda.
5. Developing an agenda for dialogue between researchers and bureaucrats and 

  developing a working rela�onship between government and intellectuals for  
  disease control Nigeria.

6.  Interna�onal engagement and visibility of locally trained Nigerian health system 
  scien�sts in the control of diseases, the promo�on of the credibility of the  

  Nigerian educa�onal system.

Our Vision

Key Achievements of PPSN

Our Mission



HISTORY OF PPSN



Prof. Sammy O. H. Sam-Wobo   Editor-in-Chief 

Dr. Ehizogie Egbeobauwaye   Editorial Assistant

Dr. Innocent C. J. Omalu   Business Manager

Prof. B. E. B. Nwoke    Chairman, Editorial Board 

Prof. R. I. S. Agbede    Veterinary Parasitology

Prof. C. F. Mafiana    Editorial Adviser/Corporate Services 

Prof. M. S. O. Aisien    Animal Parasitology 

Prof. Christy I. Eneanya   Public Health

Prof. Dakul Danaan     Vector Biology

Prof. Sodangi Luka     Public Health

Dr. E. Egbeobauwaye:  Editorial Assistant

Dr. I.C.J. Omalu:   Business Manager

Prof. M. S. O. Aisien:   Ex-Officio I

Prof. Dakul Danaan:   Zonal Coordinator, North Central

Dr. E. Sambo:                    Zonal Coordinator, North East

Dr. A. Ahmed:   Zonal Coordinator, North West

Ven. Prof I. C. Okoye:   Zonal Coordinator, South East

Prof (Mrs) G. N. Wokem:  Zonal Coordinator, South South

Prof U. F. Ekpo:    Zonal Coordinator, South West

Prof. (Mrs) C.N. Ukaga:  President

Prof. K. Abdullahi:    Vice President

Prof. (Mrs) A. Ekwunife:  Secretary General

Dr. (Mrs) M. Ezeunala:  Asst. Secretary General

Dr. (Mrs) Taiwo Adubi:  Treasurer

Dr. A. A. Madara:    Financial Secretary

Dr. (Mrs) F. N. C. Enwenzor:  Internal Auditor 

Prof. E. A. Omudu:    Public Rela�ons Officer 

Prof. S. O. Sam Wobo: Editor-in-Chief

1. Prof Eka I. Braide
2. Prof C. F. Mafiana
3. Prof O. B. Akogun
4. Prof O. O. Kale
5. Dr. Margaret Mafe
6. Alhaji A. B. Jijiwa
7. Prof B. E. B. Nwoke
8. Prof M. S. O. Aisien
9. Prof R. I. S. Agbede

Editorial Board Members of Nigerian Journal of Parasitology

Na�onal Execu�ve Council Members

Board of Trustees of PPSN



1. Prof. E. O. Ogunba (late) 

2. Prof. I. Okpala (late)                       

3. Prof.  M. N. Mohammed  (late) 

4. Prof. A. D. W. Acholonu                  

5. Prof.  U. K. Enyenihi     

6. Prof. M. O. E. Iwuala   

7. Prof. R. A. Ogunsuvi  (late)  

8. Prof. A. O. Anya  

9. Prof. (Chief) T.J. Princewill        

10. Prof. Eka I. Braide 

11. Prof.  C. O. E. Onwuliri (late)   

12. Prof. L D. Edungbola 

13. Prof J. P. Fabiyi      

14. Prof. M. G. Ogbe 

15. Prof. R.I. S.Agbede

16. Prof. B. E. B. Nwoke 

17. Prof.  C. F.Mafiana

18. Prof. Chris�ne  I. Eneanya

19. Prof. Grace O. Adeoye (late)

20. Prof. Uche Amazlgo

21. Prof. A. Tukur

22. Prof. N. Umeche

23. Prof. Elizabeth  U. Amuta

24. Prof. O. A. Amali

25. Prof. M. S. O. Aislen 

26. Prof. C.E. Okaka  

27. Prof. S.L Kela   

28. Prof. U Abubakar (late)

29. Prof. Maryam  Suleiman

30. Prof. Halimatu S.ldris (late)

31. Prof F. C. Okafor

32. Prof I.N.S. Dozie

33. Dr. Margaret Mafe  

34. Prof Obioma Nwaorgu

35. Prof Olubunmi Otubanjo

36. Prof Chinyere Ukaga

37. Prof K. Abdullahi   

38. Prof S. O. Sam-Wobo             

FELLOWS OF THE 

PARASITOLOGY
& PUBLIC HEALTH
SOCIETY OF NIGERIA 



Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) 
are a group of ancient diseases that 
threaten 1.6 billion people living in 

the poorest and most marginalized communi�es 
worldwide. They include: Buruli ulcer, Chagas disease, 

Dengue and Chikungunya, Guinea worm disease, 
Echinococcosis, Foodborne trematodiases, Human African 

trypanosomiasis, Leishmaniasis, Leprosy, Lympha�c filariasis, 
Mycetoma, chromoblastomycosis and other deep mycoses, 

Onchocerciasis, Rabies, Scabies and other ectoparasites, Schistosomiasis, 
S o i l - t r a n s m i � e d  h e l m i n t h i a s e s ,  S n a k e b i t e  e n v e n o m i n g , 

Taeniasis/Cys�cercosis, Trachoma and Yaws. The impact of NTDs includes 
substan�al disability, s�gma, and loss of livelihood, in addi�on to the deaths caused.

January 30 is the anniversary of the 2012 London Declara�on on NTDs, which did much to 
bring together policy makers across countries and to encourage investment to commit to control 

and elimina�on of NTDs. “This special day will galvanize advocates across the NTD community, raise 
awareness and call our community to ac�on in support of countries where NTDs s�ll persist.”

Upon approval and acceptance of PPSN into the NTD-NGO Network, it became impera�ve that the Society join 
the global health community to celebrate the First World NTD Day on 30th January 2020. Following this 

development, a facilita�ng team of Prof Sammy O. Sam-Wobo (Editor-in-Chief, ), Prof Chinyere N. Ukaga (President) NJP
and Dr. Taiwo Adubi (Treasurer), PPSN on behalf of Council galvanize Zonal Coordinators and members to celebrate 
NTD Day across the six zones in Nigeria namely: North Central, North East, North West, South East, South-South and 
South West through road shows, radio interviews and seminars. The aim is to give our Society more global 
recogni�on. We have chosen ac�vi�es that are achievable with minimum finances by branches. 
Following the celebra�ons across branches and zones, find in the report, a collec�on of the different ac�vi�es 
by the Society through it members.

WHY THE
CELEBRATION



NORTH CENTRAL ZONE
1. Minna
2. Jos

NORTH EAST ZONE
3. Bauchi
4. Gombe
5. Jalingo
6. Yola

G N TI HC EN  CA EN LI EF BRATIONS 
The President gave clarifica�on that the Zonal coordinators are to key in 

and ini�ate ac�vi�es as indicated by the EIC. The Society will fund the 
ac�vi�es of the zone towards this project and the more zones are involved the 

greater our impact. The zones should choose ac�vi�es from those listed by EIC and inform 
council. If zones have alterna�ve plans Council should be informed for approval.
Following the lean purse of the Society, the President in Council approved that Fi�y Thousand Naira 
(N50,000.00 be disbursed for the celebra�on in each loca�on across the zones.
The following loca�ons in the zones benefi�ed.

However, some loca�ons got external support and 
celebrated in grand style. These loca�ons are

1. Awka
2. Makurdi
3. Ago-Iwoye
4. Akure
5. Oye-Eki�
6. Owo
7. Lagos
8. Abuja

South East zone
7. Nsukka
8. Owerri

South South zone
9. Benin City
10. Port Harcourt

South West
11.  Abeokuta



REPORTS



ACTIVITIES FROM JOS, PLATEAU STATE

In Jos-City, North Central Nigeria, a 
major rally was staged. It featured 
students and staff of several ter�ary 
ins�tu�ons in the zone; Na�onal 
Veterinary Research Ins�tute, Vom, 
Federal College of Veterinary and 
medical Laboratory Technology, Vom, 
Federal College of Animal Health and 
Produc�on Technology, Vom, University 
of Jos, Nasarawa state University, 
Plateau state Polytechnic Bokkos, and 
Staff and Pupils of Zarmaganda Model 
School, Jos.

The event featured Hand Washing 
Demonstra�on, Talks on prospects of 
Neglected Tropical Disease elimina�on 
in Nigeria, Control and Preven�on.

Q u e s � o n s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m 
par�cipants and answered by seasoned 
Parasitologists including Prof. Anthony 
Dakul, Prof. Gideon Amiga (benefits of 
Hand Washing), Dr. Lois Pam (Symptoms, 
control and Preven�on of Leishmaniasis), 

Dr. Ishaya Rinpan (Hand Washing techinques), Mrs. Joan Peter Garba (Symptoms, 
control and Preven�on of Soil transmi�ed helminthes) and Mr. Emmanuel Onah 
(Prospects of Controlling NTDs in Nigeria).

A road walk was embarked, where Hand bills bearing relevant informa�on about 
NTDs were distributed to host community of the school.  All of these were guided by 
Prof. Anthony Dakul, the North Central Coordinator of the Parasitology and Public 
Health Society of Nigeria (PPSN).

Pictures of ac�vi�es are below:

ZONENORTH CENTRAL 

Prof. Dakul Danaan
N.C Coordinator, PPSN

Prof. Gideon Amuga
N.C Coordinator Emeritus



Mrs. Joan
Peters Garba

Parasitology Division,
NVRI

Mr. Onah
Isegbe Emmanuel
FCVMLT, Vom

THE FACILITATORS AT THE EVENT: (From Le� to right)
Mr. Onah I.E; Prof. Amuga G.;Dr. Lois D; Prof. Dakul A.; Mrs. Joan P.G and Dr. Rinpan I.



Dr. Mrs. Lois Daniels
FCAH&PT, Vom

Dr. Ishaya Rinpan (HANDS, Jos, Plateau state): 
Demonstra�ng hand washing technique



Pupils demonstra�on handwashing A cross sec�on of PPSN Members at the event.
Dr. Rinpan Ishaya delivering a talk

Pupils listening with much a�en�on to the teaching



RoadWalk led by Prof. Dakul Anthony
and Prof. Gideon Amuga

Group Photograph of some

PPSN members with Pupils of

Zaramaganda, Model School, Jos.

THE ROAD WALK



rom the 2020 WORLD NTDs Day - Thanks to the Crown prince of Abu 

FDhabi, members of the Parasitology and Public Health Society of 

Nigeria (PPSN) and Nigeria's Ministry of Health, for the massive 

efforts. 

Are Neglected Tropical Diseases going to end? I've been thinking since 

Thursday, 30th January, 2020.

So on the D-day something happened. A friend of mine almost did what he 

had always advocated against. And what was that? Open defeca�on. Yes! The 

venue of the event was a Primary School, right at the City centre of Jos, 

Nigeria. On arrival he suddenly became pressed. He went round the school 

looking for a toilet. He was surprise - the site was an open field where other 

pupils use as their toilet. Open defeca�on was effec�vely being prac�ced on 

the spot. He had to go out of the venue elsewhere.

We desire a good thing. We want to control and possibly eliminate Neglected 

Tropical Diseases (NTDs) in Nigeria. Now the ques�on is this: What is the 

True Cost of this Desire? To achieve this, the direc�ves and policies of 

government, recommenda�ons from the laboratories and epidemiological 

surveys must be able to reach the end users. While using them, to ensure that 

they are consistently prac�ced over a long period of �me. With these, we 

believe that we will beat most of the NTDs.

In 2019 the Nigerian Government launched the "Zero Tolerance to Open 

Defeca�on" Campaign. During the #BeatNTDs event the ques�on kept 

ringing; Is there a Monitoring and Evalua�on Strategy to achieve this? My 

friend didn't want to defecate in the open, but there were no toilets?

Who will sponsor the provision of the toilets, portable water and hand 

washing facili�es in the primary schools where the most vulnerable groups 

converge frequently?

There is a barrier between the promise (recommenda�ons) and receiving the 

promise (prac�cing the recommenda�ons). World Health Organiza�on 

recommends Implementa�on Research (IR) as a tool to bridge this gap.

In the first place, these are the promises or recommenda�ons: Bed nets 

should be distributed and used by all vulnerable groups (to prevent mosquito 

born infec�ons), prompt and accurate diagnosis (to effec�vely iden�fy the 

disease causing organism), access to affordable and effec�ve medicines (to 

eliminate the agent in the host), use of foot ware (to prevent hook warm 

infec�on), hand washing (to prevent worm, bacterial and viral infec�ons), 

stop open defeca�on (to prevent li�ering the environment with the 

infec�ous agent), Access to portable drinking water (to prevent water born 

infec�ons). Etc.

What is the true cost of achieving this in our communi�es? President 

Goodluck Jonathan of Nigeria once said – 'when I was a child, I had no shoes'. 

Not every child will be as lucky as he was. Hookworm and other intes�nal 

worms do a lot of harm to the cogni�ve performance of infected children. 

This has a far reaching implica�on on their feature mental capability. I have a 

feeling that this plays a major role in the cerebral output of children in sub-

Saharan Africa. As most infected individuals are concentrated in sub-Saharan 

Africa; having an es�mated 198 million infected individuals. This figure was 

reported by Bethony J. and his colleagues in 2006.

To #BeatNTDs, we have to go beyond the recommenda�ons (promises) to 

prac�cing them. Each community (State, Local Government, school, office, 

family, individual, etc) have the responsibility to count the cost; have a plan 

and set up monitoring and evalua�on mechanisms to see to the end of these 

diseases.

As we con�nue to beg donor agencies (UK AIDS, USDFID, Bill & Melinda 

Gates Founda�on, etc) for grants, we must do what we can.

This is a call to everyone to respond by taking ac�on. We have to put our 

expecta�ons side by side our reali�es. We have to do what we can within our 

limits.

The children of that school are s�ll at a high risk of mul�ple re-infec�on. But 

together we can #BeatNTDs.

#WORLDntdsDay2020

A FEEDBACK FROM A  MEMBER 
OF THE NORTH CENTRAL ZONE
(ONAH Isegbe Emmanuel)

TO BEAT NTDs: What is the true cost of this noble desire?



ACTIVITIES FROM 
MINNA,
NIGER STATE



1. A total 100 Branded T-Shirts and Face caps, Jo�ers and Pen as souvenir was acquired from the support of Sightsavers Nigeria          
 for the celebra�on 
2. Produc�on and distribu�on of Public Enlightenment Materials such as Posters, Hand bills and Flyers using local languages,   
 depic�ng and explaining the Impact, Causes, Risk Factors, Preven�on and Treatment of the NTDs.
3. Radio and Television adverts and talks on NTDs wash using local sta�ons and languages.
4. Police permission and Road safety personnel were contacted for the rally
5. A one day Symposia/Workshop for stakeholders on NTDs.  The keynote speaker was Dr Isiyaku, Country Director, Sightsavers  
 Nigeria. Other guest speakers were The wife of the Governor of Niger State, The commissioners of Ter�ary Educa�on and  
 Health and the Speaker, Niger State house of Assembly, The Vice Chancellor FUT Minna, The Dean of Life Sciences and The  
 Head, department of Animal Biology, FUT Minna. Focused discussions to draw a�en�on to the impact of NTDs as well as the  
 gender dimensions. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE DAY
The rally started at 7.30 am on Thursday, January 2020, at Mobil round about to Bosso campus 
of the Federal University of Technology, Minna, with personnel of the Police and Road safety 
escor�ng a journey of about 9 kilometres. Posters were displayed for the public to read and 
handbills in English and local languages were distributed along major markets along the road.

 

PREPARATIONS TO MARK THE DAY/FOCUS OF THE CELEBRATION: 

Federal University of Technology Minna students at the Rally

There was demonstra�on of hand 
washing before and a�er using the toilet



Keynote speaker, Mr Adamani from Sightsavers 

The Seminar started by 10am. Mr William Adamani, the Country Technical Manager for 
Sightsavers represented the keynote speaker, Dr Isiyaku. The Vice chancellor, Dean and 
Heads of Departments in School of Life Sciences gave goodwill messages. The office of 
the Wife of the Niger State Governor sent a representa�ve from Government House. 

Some members present at the seminar,
including PPSN members from Uni-AbuJa 

and Kaduna State University



ACTIVITIES FROM 
MAKURDI, 
BENUE STATE



PPSN Benue Branch also celebrated the World Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) Day like other partners/stakeholders the world 
over on 30th January, 2020.

The branch dewormed 200 children aged between 0-5 years in addi�on to the enlightenment talks. A primary school within Makurdi 
Metropolis -  LGEA Primary School, Ichwa was the venue for the World NTDs Day celebra�on and this school was selected because it 
has a high number of the target popula�on who are internally displaced persons (IDPs) enrolled as pupils in the school. 
The Benue Branch team was led by one of the esteemed PPSN fellows Prof.  Okwoli Amali and Mr Peter Zawua, the Chairman of 
Branch. The duo gave enlightenment talks to the teachers before the commencement of the deworming outreach. The teachers only 
were educated because as caregivers and trained professionals, it is expected that they will con�nuously step down the 
informa�on/knowledge to their pupils.

The talks emphasized the need to desist from indiscriminate defeca�on (open defeca�on), the need to always prac�ce proper hand 
washing prac�ces and the need to always use potable water for domes�c use. The fight against these neglected tropical diseases is a 
collec�ve effort as such all hands must be on deck if they are ever to be eradicated; the teachers were told. Prof. Amali gave the 
example of the eradica�on of Guineaworm (Dracunculiasis) in Nigeria. He further encouraged that if the people s�ck to preven�ng 
measures; the control of neglected tropical diseases will be easier. 

The dewormed children were also feed with a boiled egg each a�er the administra�on of a single dose of Albendazole. 

Prof. Amali making his presenta�on



he school management received 

Tthe PPSN Benue Branch with 

warmth and expressed deep 

apprecia�on for the kind gesture of the 

Branch towards their ins�tu�on. The 

Head Teacher of the school - Mrs. B. M. 

Utume informed the branch that o�en 

�mes, even with its peculiar needs (influx 

of IDPs), the school was o�en forgo�en 

by the State Government because of its 

loca�on at the outskirts of Makurdi. 

However visits such as this always gave 

t h e m  h o p e  t h a t  t h ey we re  n ot 

completely forgo�en a�er all.



ZONENORTH EAST 

ACTIVITIES FROM BAUCHI,
BAUCHI STATE



Par�cipants at the seminar
Prof Maryam Suleiman 

delivering the seminar paper

here was a presenta�on on NTDs which was well a�ended. The VC was there and declared the programme open. 

TThe leaders of a nearby community were invited. This was followed by road show from the campus through to Yelwa 

market which is nearby. Flyers in both English and Hausa were distributed.  This was watched with keen interest by 

observers.  NTA Bauchi and 2 radio sta�ons Bauchi Radio Corpora�on and Albarka radio which many people listen to 

covered the programme.  All the 3 will broadcast the programme. The two radio sta�ons aired the jingles in both English 

and Hausa. 



Par�cipants at the seminar

Pictures of the road show



ACTIVITIES FROM 
GOMBE, GOMBE STATE



he programme was held in two phases: a road show and a seminar on NTDs. Prof. S.L. Kela (Federal University of 

TKashere, FUK) chaired the programme, while Mr. Barka James (Provost, College of Health Sciences & Technology, 

Kaltungo) served as the PPSN state coordinator and he was assisted by Dr. O.Q. Junaid (FUK). The road show 

involved the Vice Chancellor, FUK, Prof. Alhassan M. Gani, where he emphasized on the importance of elimina�on of these 

NTDs from our communi�es and Nigeria at large, and also advised the students to take their personal hygiene and 

sanita�ons very serious. 

VC, FUK, Prof. A.M. Gani emphasizing the need for
FUK to contribute his quota in the elimina�on of NTDs



The NTD Seminar delivered by Prof. S.L. Kela  and Dr James Barka Provost,  College of Health Sciences Kaltongo on NTDs 
and personal hygiene to the members of the public present. 

Dean Faculty of Science, Prof. S.L. (L) Kela
leading the Sensi�za�on procession

Prof. S.L. Kela sensi�zing food vendors about
NTDs and personal Hygiene

Cross sec�on of
par�cipants at the
NTD Programme



ACTIVITIES FROM 
JALINGO, TARABA STATE

Road show at different loca�ons during World NTD day in Jalingo



he Taraba State Chapter of PPSN celebrated the world NTD Day first with a  radio interview by Dr. Obadiah Sambo Elkanah at 

Tthe Taraba State Broadcas�ng Service.  Therea�er a Road show featuring PPSN members, Na�onal Youth Service Corps 
members, Taraba State University Students and staff and members of the Boys’ Brigade went round some loca�ons in Jalingo. 

Later a�er the road show, a public lecture was held at the Taraba State University main auditorium. The auditorium was filled to 
capacity and dignitaries who graced the occasion apart from PPSN members include: The Hon. Commissioner of Health, Dr. Innocent 
Vakkai, the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Health, Dr. Obadiah Musa, the Vice Chancellor, Taraba State University, Jalingo with his 
entourage, the Deans of Facul�es TSUJ, the State Coordinator, World Health Organiza�on Taraba State, the Director TACA, the 
Medical Director Federal Medical Centre, Jalingo.
The keynote address �tled: “The Scourge of NTDs and Prospects for Control” was delivered by Hon. Commissioner of Health, the 
Vice Chancellor gave the welcome address a while good will messages were received from WHO, State Ministry of Health, TACA and 
FMC Jalingo. 



ZONESOUTH EAST 

ACTIVITIES
FROM NSUKKA,
ENUGU STATE



Profs Chinyere Ukaga,
MOE Iwuala and 
BEB Nwoke seated 
for the NTD lecture

Cross sec�on
of the audience 
at the lecture

Road show 
on the streets 
of Owerri

The President,
Prof Chinyere Ukaga,
with Prof Ekejindu, 
Prof BEB Nwoke, 
Prof MOE Iwuala
and others holding
the NTD banner at
Imo State University, 
Owerri 





The PPSN Awka Chapter was involved in the 1st World NTD day 
that took place on 30th January, 2020. The event 
commenced with a Press Briefing on NTDs and 

interven�ons by by the Anambra State Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Vincent Okpala.  This was followed by a road 
show led by the Commissioner to create awareness of 
NTDs that lasted for more than two hours. 
It was a very successful ou�ng and people were 
educated about the need to take these NTDs drugs as 
they are free, safe and very effec�ve against targeted 
NTDs. The masses were also encouraged to prac�ce 
good personal hygiene, to stop open defaeca�on and 
dumping of refuse in the gu�ers, to always sleep under 
insec�cide treated bed nets and to keep the 
surroundings clean. They were also encouraged to 
report cases of rabies to any Primary Health Centre close 
to them. 
A�ached are some of the pictures taken during the 
celebra�on.                                                                                                                                                           

Some members of 
PPSN at the Press Briefing



ZONESOUTH SOUTH

ACTIVITIES FROM 
PORT HARCOURT, 

RIVERS STATE



The South South Zone was allo�ed two centres for her first NTDs Day Celebra�on ac�vi�es, namely, Benin City and 
Port Harcourt City.  Rivers State, Port Harcourt Centre had an hour Media Interac�on on  Tuesday the 29th January, 
2020 at 99.5 Wish FM Radio Sta�on, Port 

Harcourt from 10:00 to 11:00 am. The Zonal 
Coordinator, Prof. Wokem, G. N. led the four members' 
team; Drs. Azuonwu, O., Elele kingsley and Lebari 
Barine, G. for the ou�ng. It was a live radio broadcast 
�tled "the sensi�za�on of the global community on the 
elimina�on of Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) from 
our communi�es". The exercise was quite exci�ng and 
of course, a huge success. Below are some of the 
snapshots, banner and an extract from the interview 
granted to the Team leader at the end of programme.

The Zonal Coordinator,
Prof. Wokem, G. N. (middle)
led other four members;
Drs. Elele Kingsley, 
Azuonwu, O., and  
Lebari Barine, G. 
to the Radio Interac�on



On the 30th January, 2020 which 

was the actual NTDs Day Celebra�on, 

again four members of the Chapter joined 

the lecture series and other ac�vi�es at the 

Rivers State Ministry of Health, Port Harcourt on 

invita�on. There were many other collaborators in 

a�endance like Evidence Ac�on, WHO, 

UNICEF, Director of Public Health, Rivers 

State Ministry of Educa�on, Director of 

Diseases Surveillance and Control and many 

other partners. 
At the mee�ng, Rivers State Neglected 
Tropical Diseases (NTDs) Technical Advisory 
Commi�ee (STAC) was inaugurated with 
Prof. Florence Nduka as the Chairman. Other 
members of the STAC are Prof. Gloria N. 
Wokem, Dr. O. Azuonwu and Dr. Mrs. Chinwe 
N. Eze. 
See photos below

RIVERS STATE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
NTD DAY PROGRAMMES

Members of Rivers State Advisory Commi�ee on NTDs



Par�cipants at the inaugura�on

PPSN members of the new commi�ee

Dr Kumbur of Evidence Ac�on delivering a talk



Also on 30th January, 2020; Faculty of Basic Medical Sciences, University of Port Harcourt 

organized an NTDs Awareness Campaign to the University Community. Below is photos of 

par�cipants involved



thThe Abeokuta State Chapter of PPSN celebrated the World NTD Day as follows: On Wednesday 29  January, PPSN of Prof 

Uwem Ekpo and Prof Sam-Wobo a�ended the Press Briefing at the Ogun State Ministry of Health. The Press briefing was 

organized by Ogun State NTD Unit, which featured the Honorable Commissioner for Health, Ogun State,The Special 

Adviser on Health to the Governor of Ogun State, The Director Public Health, Members of both print and electronic media 

and COUNTDOWN. The press briefing lasted for one hour. A�erward, the PPSN member and State NTD Team when on 

schools and market sensi�za�on to discuss about NTDs, share fliers and answered ques�ons. PPSN supported the ac�vity 

with 50 branded face-caps given to press team and the commissioner team during press briefing.

Celebra�on of World NTD Day:
The Honorable Commissioner for Health, 

Dr Timi Coker delivering her address in Abeokuta

Celebra�on of World NTD Day:
Media men wearing branded

PPSN face-caps 

ZONESOUTH WEST 
Ac�vi�es from Abeokuta, Ogun State

Celebra�on of World NTD Day: 
Press Briefing in Abeokuta



thOn Thursday 30  January, PPSN members (Prof Uwem Ekpo and Prof Sam-Wobo) with 
Ogun State Director for Public Health, Dr Soyinka, a�ended a media interac�on event on 
OGBC FM 90.5 at 8.00. This was a phone in live programme where PPSN provided 
informa�on on the role of research on #beatNTDs. 

During the
media interac�on
session on OGBC
live programme

At OGBC FM 90.5 
for media

interac�on



At the Palace of Olubara of
Ibara a�er the road show

NTD Sensi�za�on
at a primary school
in Kuto, Abeokuta

�er the media Ai n t e r a c � o n , 
PPSN members 

par�cipated in road 
s h o w  f r o m  t h e 
p re m i s e s  o f  S t a t e 
Ministry of Health to 
Olubara of Ibara Palace. 
PPSN world NTD day 
banner was carried 
along during the road 
shows and used as back 
drop for photos. 



The PPSN members in Olabis i 
Onabanjo University organized a radio 
interac�on to sensi�ze the listening 
public on NTDs. 

Prof Agbolade with 

Dr Wunmi Abimbola 
on the media interview

ACTIVITIES FROM 
AGO-IWOYE, OGUN STATE



ACTIVITIES FROM 
LAGOS, LAGOS STATE

Celebra�on of World NTD
Day in Lagos to Schools,
led byDr Taiwo Adubi of 
University of Lagos

PPSN World NTD Day celebra�ons also took place in Lagos, Oye-Eki� and Akure 
Chapters with PPSN members doing road shows, seminars and visits to schools. 



ACTIVITIES FROM 
AKURE, ONDO STATE

Celebra�on from Akure Chapter led by
Prof Oniya of FUTA, Akure

Celebra�on of World NTD Day:
Dr Ogunmola (FMoH) and Prof Oniya



ACTIVITIES FROM 
OYE EKITI, EKITI STATE

Celebra�on of 
World NTD Day in 

Oye-Eki� led by 
Dr H. Mogaji of 

Federal University, 
Oye-Eki�



Celebra�on of World NTD Day:

Oye-E�ki team posing
for a photo

Celebra�on of World NTD Day:

Road show in Oye-Eki� led by 
Dr H. Mogaji of Federal University, Oye-Eki�



The road show celebra�on of NTD day by
Adekunle Ajasin University, Owo was coordinated
by Dr Grace Ajakaye. Pictures below 

ACTIVITIES FROM 
OWO, ONDO STATE



 
World NTD Day: 
Logo on PPSN
face caps

Celebra�on of



World NTD Day: 
Awareness poster from 
Oye-Eki� with PPSN logo visible 

Celebra�on of 



T
he Society sincerely appreciates all members who played one role or the other towards the successful celebra�on of 
the first world NTD day. From the North Central, we acknowledge the huge role played by Prof Danaan Anthony 
Dakul, the zonal coordinator in mobilizing members. Some others in the Jos axis are Prof Gideon Amuga, Mr. 

Emmanuel Isegbe Onah, Dr Lois Pam, Dr Ishaya Rinpan, and Mrs. Joan Garba. From Minna, tremendous work by the 
following Dr. ICJ Omalu, Prof. Francis Arimoro, Dr Sunday Isiyaku represented by Mr. William Adamani (Sightsavers, 
Nigeria), Dr Ishaya Auta, and Dr Olanrewaju made the celebra�on at Minna very successful. The Society acknowledges the 
great contribu�ons of PPSN Benue State members such as Prof Okwoli Amali, Mr Peter Zawua, Mrs. B.M. Utume, and 
The ac�vi�es of the North East coordinated by Dr. Elkannah Sambo are noted. We appreciate the great work put together 
by Prof Mrs Maryam Suleiman and other members of Bauchi branch. From Gombe, Prof S. L. Kela, Dr Junaid and others 
were outstanding in the celebra�ons
The South East zone which is the zone of the President performed very well. We appreciate Venerable Prof Ikem Okoye, the 
zonal Coordinator for the ac�vi�es in Nsukka branch. From the Owerri branch, we sincerely appreciate the great roles 
played by Prof B. E. B. Nwoke, Prof M. O. E. Iwuala, Prof Mrs Ekejindu, and many more for the wonderful ac�vi�es put 
together to celebrate the day. The Awka branch represented by Mrs. Ogechukwu Aribidor is appreciated as they had a 
combined ou�ng with the Anambra State Ministry of Health 
The South-South zone which had a celebra�on in Port Harcourt is appreciated. We recognize the great roles by Prof Mrs G. 
N. Wokem, zonal coordinator; Prof Florence Nduka, Drs. O. Azuonwu,   K. Elele, Barine G. Lebari and Chinwe N. Eze in 
the celebra�on.
From the South West zone, NTD day were celebrated in Abeokuta (Prof U. F. Ekpo and S. O. Sam-Wobo; Ago-
Iwoye (Prof Agbolade and Dr Wunmi Abimbola), Lagos (Drs. Taiwo Adubi and Deborah Adepoju), Akure (Prof B. 
Oniya and Dr. Ogunmola), Oye-Eki� (Drs. H. Mogaji, H. Okoh and Prof L. Olofintoye) and Owo (Dr, Grace 
Ajakaye).
The Head Teachers, teachers and pupils of all schools visited across the five zones are highly 
appreciated for their support and par�cipa�on
The Council, Editorial Board and the Board of Trustees of PPSN are appreciated for their different 
roles in making sure that the celebra�on was first class.

Appreciation

Prof S. O. Sam-Wobo
Editor-in-Chief THANK YOU ALL
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